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15th October 2018 
 
Dear Mr McDonald 
 
In response to your letter dated 4th October 2018, NHS Blood and Transplant have been 
consulted on the ‘no deal’ statutory instruments (SI) that are planned to be laid before the 
Westminster Parliament in the next few weeks.  
 
As part of this dialogue with the Department of Health and Social Care we have reviewed the 
proposed SI for blood and blood components. The changes to this SI relate to removing the 
European Commission from the legislation and inserting the Secretary of State and ministers 
of devolved administrations. There are, to our understanding, no changes to the substance of 
the quality and safety of blood products and components.  
 
Prior to comments being submitted on the changes to the blood and blood components SI, 
NHS Blood and Transplant took part in a call with the Medicines and Healthcare products 
Regulatory Agency and Devolved Administrations to discuss the proposed SI. The 
conclusion from this meeting was that we should continue with a single UK piece of 
legislation given the way we operate across the four blood services.  
 
In relation to the proposed SIs for Tissues and Organs, we have not directly reviewed the SIs 
as it was deemed inappropriate as we are a licensed establishment under these regulations. 
However, our belief is that the changes are similar to those undertaken within the SI for blood 
and blood components and therefore a single UK legislation for each is most appropriate.  
 
To this end we do not believe that the approach being taken will create any barriers to 
access to blood, tissues or organs. 
 
On your last point, NHS Blood and Transplant, the Scottish National Blood Transfusion 
Service and the other UK blood services work together closely within the UK Forum, and 
emergency planning, continuity and resilience issues are managed within a sub-group of that 
Forum. We all believe that the benefits of a common UK standard, backed by a common UK 
statute, significantly outweigh any benefit that might be gained from each administration 
setting its own legislation that may promote variations between the nations of the UK. 
 

Yours sincerely 

 
E Sally Johnson, OBE 
Interim Chief Executive 
NHS Blood and Transplant 


